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.N Author, when he firft appeats in the: 


World, is very apt to believe it has no- 

thing to think oF but his Performances. 

With a good Share of this —— my 
Heart, I made it my Bufinefs thefe three Days to 
liften after my own Fame ; and as I have fometimes 
met with Circumftances which did not difpleafe me, 
I was encountered by others which gave me as much 
Mortification. It is incredible to Sink how empty 
Ihave in this Time obferv’d fome Part of the 
Species to be, what mere Blanks they are when they 
firft come abroad in the Morning, how utterly 
they are at a Stand till they are fet a going by fome 
Paragraph in a News-Paper : Such Perfons are very 
atceptable to a young Author, for they defire no 
more but to be new to bé agreeable. If I f>und 
Confolation among fuch, I was as much difquieted 
by the Incapacity of others. Thefe are Mortals 
who have a certain Curiofity without Power of Re- 
flection, and perufed my Papers like Speétators 
rather than Readets. But there is fo little Pleafure 
in Enquiries that fo nearly concern our felves, (it be- 
ing the worft Way in the World to Fame, to be too 
ahxions about it), that upon the whole I refolv’d 
for the future to goon in my ordinary Way ; and 
without too much Fear or Hope about the Bufinefs 
- Of Reputation, to be very careful of the Defign 
of my Aétions, but very negligent of the Confe- 

uences of them. © ' 

It is an endlefs and frivolous Purfuit to a& by any 
other Rule than the Care of fatisfying our own 
Minds in what we do. One would think a filent 
Man who concerned himfelf with no one breathing, 
Should be very little liable to mifinterpretations ; and 
yet I remember I was: once taken up for a Jefuit, for 
no other Reafon but my profound Taciturnity. It 
is from this Misfortune, that to be out of Harm's 
Way, I have ever fince affeéted Crowds. He who 
comes into Affemblies only to gratify his Curiofity, 
and not to make a Figure, enjoys the Pleafures of 
Retirement in a more enneidiee Degree, than he 
Poffibly could in his Clofet ; the Lover, the Ambi- 
tious, and the Mifer, are foliow’d thither by a 
worfe Crowd than any they can withdraw from. 
T’o be exempt from the Paffions with which othe:s 
are tormented, is the only pleafing Solitude. I can 
very juftly fay with the antient Sage, "I am never 
lef alone than when alone, As am infignificant to 


the Company in publick Places, and as it is vifible 





I do not come thither as moft do, to fhew my felf ; 
I gratify the Vanity of all who pretend to make an 

@ Appearance, and have often as kind Looks from well 
dreffed Gentlemen and Ladies, as a Poet would be- 
ftow upon one of his Audience. There are fo 
many Gratifications attend this publick fort of Ob- 
a that fome little Diftaftes I daily receive have 
loft their Anguifh; and I can without the leaft Dif- 
pleafure over-hear one fay of me, That ftrange Fel- 
fow, and another anfwer, I have known the Fellow’s 
Face thefe twelve Years, and fo muft you ; but I believe 
you are the firft ever asked who he was. There ares 
I muft confefs, many to whom my Perfon is as well 
known as that of their ne. Relations, who 
give themfelves no further Trouble about calling 
me by my Name or Quality, but fpeak of me very 
currently by Mr. «what-d’ye-call-him. 

To make up for thefe trivial Difadvantages, I 
have the high Satisfa&tion of beholding all Nainre 
with an unprejudic’d Eye ; and having nothing to 
do with Mens Paffions or Interefts,. I can with the 

reater Sagacity confider their Talents, Manners, 
Fadlions and Merits. 

It is remarkable, that thofe who want any one 
Senfe, poffefs the others with greater Force and 
Vivacity. Thus my Want of, or rather Refigna- 
tion of Speech, gives me all the Advantages of 2 
dumb Man. I have; methinks, amore than ordi- 
nary Penetration in Seeing ; and flatter my felf 
that Ihave looked into the Higheft and Leweft 
of Mankind, and make fhrewd Gueffes, with- 
out being admitted to their Converfation, at 
the intmoft Thoughts and Refle&tions of all whom 
Ibehold. It is from hence that good or ill For- 
tune has no manner of .Force towards affe&ting my 
Judgment. I fee Men flourifhing in Courts and 
languifhing in Jayls, without being prejudiced 
from their Circumftances to their Favour or Difad- 
vantage ; but from their inward Manner of bear- 
ing their Condition, often pity the Profperous and 
admire the Unhappy. _- 

Thofe who converfe with the Dumb, know from 
the Turn of their Eyes and the Changes of their | 
‘Countenance their Sentiments of the Opjeés be- 

‘fore them. I have indulged-my Silence to fuch 
an Extravagance, that the few who are intimate 
with me, -aniwer my Smiles with concurrent Sep- 
tences,‘and argue to the very Point I fhak’d my 
Head at without miy foeaking. Witt. Honsycoms 
was 
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was very CAtertzining the other Night at a Phy 
to a Gentleman who izt on his right Hand, whiie f 
was at,his Left. ‘Tine Gentleman believed Win. 
was talking to himfelf, when upon my looking 
with great Approbation at a blooming Beauty in 
a Box before us, he faid, ¢ I am quite of another 
* ee She has, I will allow, a very pleafing 
« Aipect, but methinks that Simplicityin ner Coun- 
« tenance is’ rather child:fh than innocent. Whenl 


obferved her a fécond time, he faid, ¢ ! grant her ' 


‘ Drefs is very becoming, but perhaps the Merit of 
* that Choice is owing to her Moth:r; for though, 


* conginued he, I allow a Beauty to be as much to | 


* be commended for the Elegance of her Drefs, 
‘asa Wit for that of his. Langyage ; yet if fhe 
‘ has ftolen*the Golour of ‘her Ribbanas from a- 
‘ nother, or had Advice about her ‘Trimntings, | 
* fliall not allow her the Praife of Drefs, any 
¢ more-than I would call a Plagiary an Author. 
When I threw my Eye towards the next Woman 
to her, Wiut. fpoke what Llooked, in the fol- 
lowing Manner. o-y 

‘ Behold, you who dare, that charming’ Virgin. 
* Behold the Beauty of her Perfon chattifed by the 
* Innocence of her Thoughts. Chajftity, Good- 
« Nature, and Affability are the Graces that play 
© inher Countenance ; fhe knows he is handfome, 
‘ but fhe knows fhe: is good. Confcious Beauty . 
* ad8rn’d with confcious meg What a Spirit 1s 
« there in thofe Eyes! What a Bloom in that Per-- 
« fon! How is the whole Woman expreffed in her | 
« Appearance! ‘Her Air: has the Beauty of Motion, 
‘ mo her, Look the Force of Language. 

It was Prudence, to turn away my Eyes from this 
Objeé, and therefore I turned them to the thought- 
lefs Creatures who make up the Lump of that Sex, 
atid move a knowing Eye no more than the Por- 
traitares of infignificant People by ordinary Pain- 
ters; which are but Pictures of Pictures. 

Thus the working of my own Mind, is the gene- 
ral Entertainment of my Life ; Inever enter into 
the Commerce of Difcourfe with any but my parti- 
cular Friends, and not in Publick even with them. 
Such an Habit has perhaps raifed in me uncommon 
Refleétions ; but this Effe& 1 cannot communicate 
but by my Writings. As my Pleafures are almott 
wholly confin'd to thofe of the Sight, I take it for 
a peculiar Happinefs that I have always had an eafy 
and faniiliar K mittance to the fair Sex. If I never 
praifed or flatter’d, I never belyed or contradicted 
them. As thefe compofe half the World, and are 
by the juft Complaifance and Gallantry of our Na- 
tion the .more powerful Part of our People, I fhall 
dedicate a confiderable Share of thefe my Specu- 
lations.to their Service, and fhall lead the Young 
through all the becoming Duties of Virginity, Mar- 
riage, aid Widowhood, When it is a Woman's 
Day, in my Works, I fhall endeavour at a Stile and | 
Air fuitable to their Underftanding. When I fay 
this, 1 muft be underftood to mean, that I hhall 
not lower but exalt the SubjectsI treat upon. Dif- 
courte for their Entertainment, is not to be debafed 
but refined. A Man may appear learned, without 
talking Sentences; as in his ordinary Gefture he 
difcovers he can dance, tho’ he does not cut Capers... 
In a Word, I fhall take it for the greateft Glory of 
my Work, if among reafonable <a this Paper 
may furnifh Tea-Table Taik. In order to it, I fhall 
treat on Matters which relate to Females as they are 
concermid to approach or fly from the other Sex, or 
as they,are tyed to them by Blood, Intereft, or Af- 
fection. Upon this Occafion I think it but ‘rea- 


- 
& 


fonable to declare, that whatever Skill I may have 
in Speculation, 1 fhall never betray what the Eyes 
of Lovers fay to each other in my. Prefence. “At 
the fame Time I fhall not think my lf ob- 
liged by. this Promife to conceal any falfe Pro- 
teitations which I obferve made by Glances in pub- 
lick Affembliés; but.endeavour to make both 
Sexes appear. in their \Condu&t what they are in 
their Hearts. By this Means Love, during ths 
Time of my Speculations, fhall be carried on with 
the fame Sincerity asany other Affair of lefs Con- 
fideration. As this is the greateft Concern, Men fhall 
be from henceforth liable tothe greateft Reproach 
for Misbehaviour in it. Falfhood mn Love fhall here- 
after bear a blacker Afpeét, than Infidelity in Friend- 
fhipor Villany in Bufinels: Fok this great and good 
End, all ‘Breachés agaimit that noble Pa‘fion, the 
Cement of Society, Shall be feverely examined. 
Bur this and all other Matters loofely. hinted at 
now and in my former Papers, fhall have their pro- 
per Place in my following Difcourfes: The preient 
writing is only to admonifh the World, that they’ 
fhall not find me an- idle but a very bufy Speétator. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Juft publith’d, © 

The Art of Englith Poetry, containing, I; Rules 
for making Verfes. IL A Colle@ion of the moft natural, agreeable, 
and fublime Thoughts, viz. Allufions, Similes, Defcripdons and 
*Clraraters of Perfons and Things that are to be found in the bef& 
Englith Poets. Ill. A Digtlonary of Rhymes. By Edwerd Byfshe, 
Gent. The Fourth Edition, 8vo. Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the 

Dolphift in Little-Britain, and-Sold by thé Book(ellors. 


Comes Commercii ; or, The Traders Companion: 
Containing an exact and ufetul Table, thewing thé value of any Quan- 
tity of Goods or Wares ready calt up, a Table calculated tor universal 
ule, which fe is fhewn in the Solution of Quettions, &c, The manner © 
ot catting up Dimenfions ia general, The feveral Cuftoms av’d by Sure - 
veyors and’ Meafurers in Mealuring Glafs, Wainfcor,ixc. Alfo Infiructi- . 
ors for eutting Goods at the Cultom houfe, &, To which is added a 
Supplement concerning fimple and compound Intere(t,Sic. The 2d Edit. 
by Edw. Hatton,Gent, Printed for D, Midwinter at the 3 Crowns in 
St. Paul’s Church-yard, es ‘ 

An Aceount of Swirzerland, and the Grifons - 
As alfo of the Valefians, Geneva, the Foreft-Towns, and their 
other Allies. Containing the Geographical, and prefent Political 
Eftate of all thofe Places. By Signior Vendramino Bianchi, a Noble 
Venetian, who refided in thofe Countries on the part of the molt 
Screrg qe of Venice. Made Englifh from the Italian . 
Original, Printed at Venice, in 1708. Printed for J. Kaapton, at 
the Crown in Se, Paul’s Church-yard. - ae 

There is now publith’d the 2d Edition-of, 


Mr. Henry’s fir Volume on the Bible, containing. 
the Pentateuck. Printed for Tho. Parkhuril, J. Robinfon, and J. Law- 
rence. Of whom may be had the 2d Volume on the Hiftorical Part, 
viz. Jothua, Judges, Kc. and likewile the 3d Volume ( juft printeds 
on the Poetical Part, viz, Job, Plalms, Proverbs, Ecclefiattes, and So- 


lomon’s Song, 
Juk Pablit’d, 

A View of our Lord’s Paffion: With Medi- 
tations on the moft important Paffages thereof. Dedicated to thofe 
devout Numbers of good Chriftians, who at the Weckly or Month- 
ly Sacraments, ftay in the Church before and after Receiving, tilt 
the Affembly can be decently difmifs’d. By the Right Reverend Fa- 
ther inGod Edward Lord Bifhop of Kilmore and Atdagh. Printed for 
Timothy Childe at the White Hatt at the Weft End of St. Paul's 
Church-yard. ; 

The Charge of Schifm againft the Diffenters, 
Difcharg’d ; in Reply to a Tra& of the Reverend Mr,Noriis on this 
Subje& ; wherein the Extent of the Toleration-Ad is confider’d, 
and it’s prov’d chat by Virtue of it, the Diflenters are no longer Of- 
fenders againtt Human Laws by their Separation, and that they are 
not guilty ef Schifin by Virtue of any Law of God. By S; Brown, 
Miniter of Portfmouth, Printed for J. Lawrence, at the Abgel ia 
the Poultrey. : 

Difcourfe on the Publick Revenues, and on 
Trade, in 2 Parts; On the probable Methods of making a People 
gainers by the Ballance of Trade :: On Grants and Refumptions: On 
the Ballance of Power. ys on Peace at home, and War abroad. 
All Writ by Charles D’ Avenant, L.L.D. Printed for J, Knapton 
at the Crown in St. Paul’s Ghorch-yard. 

A Supplement to Faults in. the Fault-Finder, in 
Anfwer to the Vindication of Faults on both Sides, Rrinted for A: 
Buldwinin Warwick-lane. Price gd. 





LONDON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, atthe Dolphin in Little Britain 
and Sold by 4, Baldwin ig Warwick-Lane. R 








